
Community meeting, held at North Shields Rugby Club, for residents of Monks Wood 

Weds 10th November, 6pm.  

 
NOTES:  

Cllr Matt Wilson opened the meeting and passed on apologies from Cllr Cath Davis explaining that she had 
been called away to hospital to attend to a family member being discharged.  

Cllr Wilson explained that the purpose of the meeting was to provide updates on matters discussed at the 
prior meeting on 11th August, to further discuss options and potential solutions, and to listen to any further 
matters of concern to the community.  

In terms of success following the August meeting he fed back that the fence that had been broken by the 
Travellers who camped on the field some months ago had now been fixed.   

 

Item 1: Parking problems on match days. 

The problem of cars parking on the pavement on match days (usually Sunday mornings) and obstructing 
the route for pedestrians is continuing to be a source of frustration. Cllr Wilson reported on 3 options that 
have been raised and asked residents for their opinions on each. Discussion of each is summarised below:  

1. Double yellow lines. This option is unlikely to gain the broad support needed as it prevents parking 
24 hours a day 7 days a week for a problem that only occurs for a few hours at the weekend.  

2. Single yellow lines. This option is more likely to gain the broad support needed as the parking 
prohibition can be timed more accurately to prevent parking at the times when problems occur.  

a. Note: Some residents expressed concern that either of the yellow line options risk pushing 
the parking problem further into the estate where it could be an even bigger problem.  

3. A permit scheme for the pool car park. It is evident that there is surplus parking in the pool car park 
at the same time as cars are parking on the road/pavement. Cllr Wilson has spoken to the various 
parties concerned (Rugby Club, Football Club, NTC Leisure Services) and believes there is potential 
for a deal to be done.  

o This scheme would also be the quickest and easiest to implement.  
o ACTION: Cllr Wilson to take this away as the preferred option and report back progress. 

Residents also wanted it to be put on record that they would like to see the police attending and taking a 
more pro-active stance i.e. ticketing any cars blatantly causing an obstruction.   

An idea around volunteer parking marshals was also discussed but nobody was found to take this on.  

 
Item 2: Anti-social behaviour  

Cllr Wilson welcomed Kirsty and Steven from the Council’s Community Protection team and asked them to 
provide an update of their activities through September and October. Kirsty reported visiting the location 
every week on Thursdays and Fridays as part of ‘Project VITA’. The team have been patrolling on foot, 
supported by the CCTV van. There is also a Saturday patrol as part of ‘Operation Meerkat’ but the numbers 
on that team are smaller.  

• Residents were asked whether they had noticed a reduction in disturbance and incidents and the 
consensus was that whilst there still is minor disturbance it is less frequent and of a lower level.  

o The Community Protection team members assured residents that they would continue to 
visit the area regularly.  

• The issue of additional CCTV cameras was discussed at some length, with a view to their benefits 
and drawbacks, and where best to locate them. Steven confirmed that more cameras were being 
looked into and indeed he had been on the estate this week assessing potential locations. 
Residents gave their options including some helpful intelligence about youth potentially having 
relocated their drinking to a different part of the wooded area, closer to the cemetery/allotments.  



o ACTION: Steven agreed to follow up with a specific resident about the CCTV issue. 
o Residents also passed on a concern about youths gaining entry to the cemetery after its 

closing time due to the perimeter being insecure. The Community Protection team agreed 
to look into this too.  

• Tracy McCann, representing Police & Crime Commissioner Kim McGuiness, provided information 
about a fund called ‘Operation Payback’ that groups of residents can apply to, in order to fund 
good ideas that will reduce anti-social behaviour and crime.  

o ‘Unconstituted groups’ can apply for £1000  
o ‘Constituted groups’ can apply for £5000 

 
Item 3: Any Other Business 

Having dealt with the two substantive agenda items Cllr Wilson asked residents to raise any further issues.  

Residents raised the following:  

• The bushes on the way into the estate have become very overgrown. The matter has been raised 
before and it seems like nothing is being done.  

• Cllr Bones raised the issue of allotment owners making fires, asking if this was a concern to 
residents. It was established that there were occasional problems and that they affected a 
particular corner of the estate.  

• There is concern about speeding on the estate, which is a 20 limit. Delivery vans and taxis were 
cited as problems, as well as some inconsiderate residents. Residents requested that the road 
marking be renewed as the markings have worn away with time.  

• The path that cuts through from Monks Wood to the Garden of Remembrance is full of leaves and 
appears to have never been swept. It is also pitch black at night which is seen as a security risk.  

All the above were taken away as requiring action from the relevant council departments as soon as 
possible. A progress report will be brought to the next meeting.  

 

Cllr Wilson thanked everyone for attending and offered special thanks to the Chairman of the Rugby Club, 
Ian Hook, for kindly providing the use of the room. Ian was given a few minutes to explain the great work 
that the Rugby Club is doing, especially with young people around the area.  

Cllr Wilson agreed to distribute notes from the meeting via email to those who gave contact details and 
also via Facebook.  

The meeting was closed.  

The next meeting will be held in the new year, probably late January or early February.  

 


